In vitro mitogen stimulation of synovial fluid lymphocytes from rheumatoid arthritis and juvenile rheumatoid arthritis patients: dissociation between the response to antigens and polyclonal mitogens.
The in vitro responses to mitogens of synovial fluid lymphocytes obtained from eight patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) and eight patients with juvenile rheumatoid arthritis (JRA) were studied. The results were compared to the transformation of the patient's peripheral blood lymphocytes stimulated with the same mitogens. Both RA and JRA synovial fluid lymphocytes showed a low transformation to the polyclonal mitogens PHA and PWM with a low ratio PHA-response/PWM-response. The stimulatory effect of purified protein derivative of tuberculin (PPD) was high, whereas a Candida albicans antigen preparation gave a more variable stimulation of the synovial fluid lymphocytes. In some patients the complete mitogen transformation profile of lymphocytes obtained from synovial fluid, synovial tissue and peripheral blood was studied. The results of the synovial fluid and tissue lymphocytes were similar.